
Honors English III
Summer Reading 2022
Welcome to Honors English III.  For your summer reading assignment this year, you will be reading
and annotating The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams and The Catcher in the Rye by J.D.
Salinger.

Learning to read actively is a skill you must master.  Engaging with the text can come in many forms.
You may choose to demonstrate how you’ve engaged in the text in one of the following ways:

1. Using a highlighter, a pen/pencil, or post-it notes, annotate (mark up) your book in response
to the questions listed below.  You may want to color code each question.  For example,
anytime you see something that might relate to question number 1, highlight that in green,
question number 2 in orange, etc.  You can also add additionally personal commentary, just
make sure to address the guided questions.

OR
2. Keep a journal indicating your analytical responses to the guided reading questions as well as

your personal reactions to characters, their actions, the author’s style, and diction.  Be sure to
have textual evidence (i.e. specific quotes AND page numbers) for each question – a
minimum of 5 quotes per question.  The manner you keep the journal is up to you – full
paragraphs or bulleted notes – as long as it reflects critical analysis and not simply plot
summary. Random, vague, or copied notes will receive no credit!

The idea behind either option is to interact with the text and prove to me that you have actually read
the novel.  Fill your book or complete your journal entries with quality thoughts and ideas – not just
random notes every few pages. If your notes are not sufficient you will receive no credit for this
assignment. Remember, these notes should be based on critical analysis (theme, character analysis,
irony, etc.), not simply plot summary.

At the start of the school year we will be discussing your comments and the answers to the guided
questions, as well as some other themes from these works.  A major assignment will be given based
on each of these literary works during the first term. Failure to read and complete the above
assignment will have a major impact on your 1st term grade. Successful completion of this
assignment will ensure that you begin the year on a positive note.  The rubric for notes/annotations is
on the back of this paper.

As you read and annotate, please focus on the questions below:

The Glass Menagerie
Annotations are due on the first day of school--Quiz grade
We will spend approximately 3 weeks on this unit.

1. Generally speaking plays function as written.  This play is different in that Tom
Wingfield plays two roles, a character and the narrator of the play. Discuss Tom’s role as
narrator as presumably he “tells” this story.  How does he characterize himself?  Why
does he do so in this manner?



2. Two important themes of the play are “the power of memories” and “forgetting the past.”
Indicate where in the play these themes emerge and what impact these themes have on
the character’s actions.

3. Another important theme of the play is “escape.” How do the characters escape both
literally and figuratively? What is wrong in the characters’ lives that drives them to
escape?  To what extent are their escapes healthy/when do they become harmful?

The Catcher in the Rye
Annotations due in early September (exact date tbd)—Quiz grade.
We will cover this book after we finish The Glass Menagerie.

1. What do we know about Holden’s past?  Annotate any statements or passages that
describe Holden’s past, as well as any statements or passages that display how the past
contributes to who he is in the present. Be sure to make the connections clear in your
annotations/notes.

2. Holden is a stereotypical adolescent in that he is caught between childhood and
adulthood. Look for examples where Holden demonstrates maturity. Look for examples
where he demonstrates immaturity. In your opinion, is he more mature or more
immature?

3. Holden is characterized by ambivalence. Annotate his attitudes toward women, religion,
family, and money.   How can you see that Holden is holding opposing views on these
topics?

RUBRIC FOR GUIDED QUESTION NOTES
3 EXEMPLARY  (A)

Student asks meaningful questions, makes relevant personal connections, and takes
thorough notes consistently throughout the novel based on the guided questions provided
by the teacher.  The responses demonstrate critical analysis with little plot summary.

2 PROFICIENT  (B)
To a certain extent, student asks questions and makes personal connections.  However,
guided question notes are not thorough or as consistent throughout the novel.  Notes are
based more on plot summary than critical analysis.

1 NEEDS IMPROVEMENT (C)
Student asks some questions and makes a few personal connections.  However, there is
little evidence of note taking, active reading, or critical analysis.

1 UNSATISFACTORY   (D-F)
Student makes little attempt to ask questions, make personal connections, take notes, or
think critically.


